~

- “\,f///;é*//' AV IR 7’/ - e
SR
i i

,, US Doy Aoy iIVis
IPF_E%ZUS ATOMIC ENERGY
i T COMMISSION —
f(:r.\f,’\--r'," . bECRLT XRI §T I
[ Tax _1264 e
[l oider_eR 7-{ ﬁi’owmq ERroenps !
" el _J |
B e e S . i "“t:’f‘?“" f"zfu-;.‘l t‘:.._: é . .
l.:.—.;fmﬂ? 25/30 - Return of Ron se t ir Home I ‘:.. = rﬁ\ ~*
mm‘ : Wng . ‘pp. 3 - {) o T “‘ e .‘:; lér.\..l
2-21-57 Dr. Dunham reviewed AEC 123/30 - Return of Rongelapese to

xoue Iuland, which recomsended that thn comtu

tation

Dr. Dunham said studies had been made of the external
radiation hazard to the Rongelapese as well as the strontium 90
hazard in contaminated food. He said radiation exposurc of
these people would not exceed the maximum permissible body
purdens of 100 Sunshine units as established by the National
Committee on Radiation Protection.

In response to a comment by Mr. Vance, Dr. Dunham sald
he did not believe there was any evidence that the Rongelapese
did not want to return to thelr homec 1sland.

Mr. Libby commented on thc extensive studies which had

bcen made of the soil and of the plant 1ife of the island as
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ge-ted that studies nhould be made every s!.x nom;ha to doberu!.no
the amount of stronium 90 that had accumulated in these puople's
vodies. Dr, Dunham pointed out that such studles were included
in ccintinuing medical inspectlions which will be a part of a long-
term study of radiation effects on the lsland,

After further discussion, the Commission:

a. Approved thc position of the Atomic Energy

Commission that the Rongelapcse could be returned to

their home island s soon as rehabilitation procedures

have becn comprleted on the island as described in

Appendix "B" to AEC 125/30;

b. Noted that the Department of the Interior and

the Depargment of State will be advised of this actigp

57 letter such as Appendix "C" to ABC ‘125 "36;‘

"E" to AEC 125/30 will be proposed to the Department
of Interior for issuance when the Department detcrmines
that the natlives can return; and

d. Noted that the Joint Committec on Atomic Energy,
B S S the GAC, and the MLC will be advxsad of phis action by
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letter such as A;Speﬁ&u "D" to m 125!'30.
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